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Attachment No.5 
 

Guidelines for Creating Faculty Curricula 
 Senate Resolution No. 9/23 

March 14th, 2023 
 

SYLLABUS 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES IN WŁOCŁAWEK 

Course: Elements of  knowledge about the countries of  the English 
language area 

Faculty: Philology 

Speciality/specialization: English Philology / Translation, Teaching 

 

Unit hosting the Faculty: Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities / English Philology Department 

Practical course profile 

Course language: English 

Course category: core 

Learning cycle: 2023/2024-2025/2026 

Academic year: 2023/2024 Semester: 1,2 

Number of hours required to complete the course in full time-mode: 

TOTAL lecture                                                                     ACTIVE FORMS 

classes projects  labs workshops conversatory seminar/prosemin
ar   

professional 
training 

 30     30       

Method of carrying out all 
active forms of classes: 

Classes are conducted in the classroom and remotely on Moodle and MS 
Teams platforms. 

Specification of 
introductory courses with 
prerequisites: 

Students shall demonstrate a basic knowledge of the countries of the 
English language area and an interest in various issues and problems 
concerning these countries. 
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Educational goal: The main aim of the course is for students to acquire a body of knowledge 
about the countries of the English language area, their common and 
different characteristics, as well as the differences between these countries 
and others outside the area. Another goal is to coordinate this knowledge 
with the knowledge of history and language and to facilitate the 
acquisition of knowledge from other courses. 

Learning outcomes (course-
related): 

  

 

 

Knowledge: 

Student: 

• has elementary knowledge of history of the British Isles and the 
United States from the earliest to the latest times; they know the 
most important events in the history of Great Britain and the USA 
and are able to relate them to general history K_W01; 

• has elementary knowledge of the countries of the English 
language area K_W02; 

• has elementary knowledge of contemporary cultural and social life 
of the countries of English language area K_W08; 

• has a structured knowledge of selected political, economic, social, 
cultural and cultural aspects of the countries of the English 
language area, as well as knowledge of their relations with other 
regions and countries K_W09. 

Skills: 

Student: 

• has the basic ability to use the concepts of literary and cultural 
studies K_U02; 

• is able to search, analyze, organize and use information, using 
various sources K_U09; 

• is able to substantively argue and formulate conclusions and 
independent judgments in Polish and foreign language K_U13. 
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Social competences: 

Student: 

• is able to work in a group K_K01; 

• understands the need to learn and improve English throughout life 
K_K02; 

• develops their creativity and ability to think critically, shows 
openness to the views of others and is able to discuss with them; is 
aware of the responsibility for the preservation of the cultural 
heritage of Poland and European countries K_K05; 

• participates in and benefits from various forms of cultural life of a 
given language area K_K06; 

• has communication, social, interpersonal and intercultural skills 
that predispose one to work in various sectors of culture and 
economy, including those aimed at a foreign-language client 
K_K07. 

Full course description/ 
syllabus content: 

1. Great Britain - introductory information, 
outline of history, geography; 

2. The country's political system, education, 
media; 

3. Daily life (family life, work, cuisine), 
sports, various forms of entertainment; 

4. Britain's relations with other countries and 
a brief presentation of the British 
Commonwealth and Canada and Australia; 

5. The USA- geography and administrative 
division, political system and division of 
power; 

6. Major documents in the history of the 
country, the role of the US in the world, the 
economy; 

7. School system, popular and high culture, 
influence of American culture on world 
culture; 

8. Indian culture, immigration and ethnic 
issues; 

9. Technical achievements and innovation in 
the USA; 

Reference to the 
learning outcomes 

K_W01, K_W02, 
K_W08, K_W09, 
K_U02, K_U09, 
K_U13, K_K02, 
K_K05 
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10. Polish-British and Polish-American 
relations. 

Methods of conducting 
classes: 

Course is conducted in the form of classes. The basic and most necessary 
knowledge is provided in the form of short lectures and presentations. 
Students prepare for the exercises by reading the given readings. During 
the course of the class they are activated to work individually and to 
discuss in the group. 

 

Student workload/ECTS 
points 

 

FULL-TIME STUDIES: 
1) included in the working hours: 

- lecture: 
- active forms: 

2) not included in the working 
hours: 

- exams 

Forms of activity 

 

Average number of hours to 
complete the activity 

W AF 

Number of hours with the participation of an 
academic teacher   

 30 

Number of hours without the participation of 
an academic teacher: 

 20 

1. Preparation for classes, including studying the 
recommended literature 

 10 

2. Processing of the results/preparation for the 
exam, tests, other 

 5 

3. Preparation of a report, presentation, 
discussion 

 5 

Total  50 

Total number of ECTS points for the method 
of classes 

 2 

Form and method of 
passing, assessment 
criteria or requirements. 

The accepted value for 
calculating the assessment 

Methods of passing the course: 

Passing with a grade. 

 

Forms of passing the course: 

• written test 

• determination of the passing grade on the basis of partial grades 
(written test, activity) 
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Basic criteria: 

Students shall be familiar with all the content given in lectures, should 
actively participate in exercises and pass all assigned assignments and 
written tests. 

Value for calculating the assessment:   

Literature list: 

 

Compulsory literature: 

Crowther, Jonathan i Kathryn Kavanagh, Oxford Guide to British 
and American Culture for Learners of English, Oxford University 
Press, 2000. 

Datesman M., J. Crandall i E.N. Kearny, American Ways, Pearson 
Education ESL, 2014. 

O’Driscoll, James, Britain for Learners of English, Oxford University 
Press, 2009. 

Mauk, David i John Oakland, American Civilization. An Introduction, 
Routledge, 2005. 

Supplementary literature: 

Bromhead, Peter, Life in Modern America, Longman, 1994. 

O’Driscoll, James, Britain for Learners of English. Workbook, Oxford 
University Press, 2009. 

Falk, Randee, Spotlight on the USA, Oxford University Press, 1994. 

Harvey, Paul i Rhodri Jones, Britain explored, Longman, 2002. 

McDowall, David, Britain in Close-up, Longman, 2003. 

Lamentowski, Ludwik, Here is Britain: An English Reader, Wydawnictwo 
Uniwersytetu Łódzkiego, 1991. 

Lipoński, Wojciech, Dzieje kultury brytyjskiej, Wydawnictwo Naukowe 
PWN, 2015. 

Walzer, Michael, What it Means to be an American, New York: 
Marsilio, 1992. 
 
An Outline of American Economics, United States Information 
Agency, 1992. 
An Outline of American Geography, United States Information 
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Agency, 1992. 
An Outline of American Government, United States Information 
Agency, 1992. 
An Outline of American History, United States Information Agency, 
1992. 

Names of person/persons who prepared the course description: Zbigniew Maszewski PhD. 

 


